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Revised 2018 

Schedule C 

INDIVIDUAL GARDEN USER AGREEMENT 

Cedar Grove Organic Garden 

BETWEEN:  
 

North Surrey Organic Community Gardens Group 

10222 141 Street 

Surrey, BC 

 

(the “Society”) 

 

AND:  

  Each individual “Garden User” 

 

WHEREAS: 

 

A. City of Surrey community gardens have as their principal objectives the development of an 

inclusive community, a spirit of openness and cooperation among its members, and the 

promotion of organic gardening methods;  

 

B. In order to facilitate an enjoyable and safe gardening experience for everyone, this Individual 

Garden User Agreement has been created for each garden plot holder to read, sign and follow 

accordingly; and 

 

C. This agreement forms the basis for your participation as a City of Surrey community garden plot 

holder for your assigned plot (the "Plot").  Each Garden User must agree to abide by the intent of 

this agreement as a condition of participation. For any questions or concerns, please contact the 

Garden Committee President, Phil Galbraith at 604-583-8002 or apgalbraith@shaw.ca  

 

THEREFORE THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSES that in consideration of the mutual covenants and 

agreements contained in this agreement, the parties agree as follows: 

 

As a Garden User, I agree to: 

 

1. Renew this agreement on an annual basis and pay my annual garden fees prior to March 31
st
 of 

each year.   

 

2. Dig over, clean and cultivate the Plot by May 1
st
 of each year, and weed and maintain the Plot 

throughout the garden season in a timely fashion.  
 

3. Plant a minimum of five different species of harvestable food crops or flowers.  
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4. Keep my plants and gardening structures within the Plot boundaries. I will not plant outside of 

my assigned plot without express permission from the Garden Committee. Structures such as 

trellises and cloches are not to encroach upon paths, community spaces or neighboring plots.  

 

5. Utilize produce from this Plot for my enjoyment and eating pleasure. I can give items to family, 

friends, or community associations such as the food bank, but under no circumstances will any 

produce from this garden be sold or offered for sale. 

 

6. Act as the primary gardener of the Plot throughout the garden season.  In addition, if I am away 

for part of the growing season, or am unable to maintain the Plot for any reason, I will inform the 

Garden Coordinator as soon as possible and before my absence.  Garden plots may only be 

reassigned by the Garden Coordinator to ensure the garden wait list is fairly consulted.  

 

7. Attend the Spring and/or Fall clean up days and contribute to the maintenance and/or 

coordination of the Community Garden for a minimum of 10 hours each year. Failure to 

contribute 10 volunteer hours in a given year will result in my membership not being renewed 

the following year. 

 

8. Dispose of garden cuttings and trimmings in a responsible and timely fashion. I acknowledge 

that waste materials are not to be placed on paths or in common areas but to be composted or 

taken offsite. Diseased plants must be removed from the garden and not composted onsite.  

Food/organic waste from outside of the garden cannot be brought into the community garden for 

composting with the exception of vegetative scraps which are to be put in individual, 

commercially-produced, rodent-resistant composters. 

 

9. Adhere to organic gardening practices.  Herbicides (weed killers), insecticides, fungicides, 

chemical fertilizers, home brews, products of unknown origin, animal poisons and non-organic 

materials (including treated wood, rubber, glass, junk [such as hockey sticks, furniture parts, 

etc]), and fixtures which may be considered a safety hazard are not permitted in any garden plots. 

No netting of any kind and no wire products (except tomato cages) are allowed.  All fertilizers 

and additives will be labeled organic. I will use wood and decomposable twine instead of plastic 

products, with the only exception being temporary greenhouse type structures such as cloches, 

row covers or cold frames. If I am unsure if a substance or item is permitted, I will consult with 

the Garden Coordinator or member of the Executive prior to application of the substance in the 

Plot.  

 

10. Obtain permission from the Garden Coordinator or member of the Executive before introducing 

soil or other growing media into the garden plots. Concrete paving stones may be used but must 

be removed and disposed of by the Plot User when I resign my membership. 

 

11. Clean and return borrowed tools and equipment to the storage area when I am finished using 

them. The communal garden tools (i.e. rakes, hoes, shovels, wheelbarrows, etc.) are not to leave 

the vicinity of the Community Garden.  

 



3 
 

12. Keep the garden shed tidy and organized and remove any garbage.  Garbage may not be left on 

site at any time. My plot will not be used as a storage place for any materials such as excess 

boards, boxes, plastic or metal. 

 

13. Respect and protect other garden plots and the community garden as a whole.  Taking anything 

from garden plots other than my own is considered theft.  Report suspicious or negative activity 

in the garden to the Garden Executive and fill out a report form. In an emergency or if witnessing 

vandalism, call the Police at 9-1-1. 

 

14. Plan, plant, maintain, harvest and provide general care and attention to the Plot throughout the 

season while considering impacts to my neighbours’ garden plots.  To allow for adequate sunny 

space, all plants, structural, and decorative materials in the first four feet from the edge of an 

adjacent neighboring plot must not exceed four feet in height.  After the first four feet, plants and 

freestanding structures must not exceed six feet in height at the center of the plot. All 

freestanding structures must be four feet away from neighboring plots. Structures larger than 

three feet wide must be approved by the Garden Executive before placing in the garden and must 

be removed by me upon resignation of my membership. 

 

15. Harvest crops as they mature, and remove dead or diseased plants and litter from the Plot and 

surrounding areas.  I agree to cover plants susceptible to blight (including tomatoes and potatoes) 

before the rains begin to prevent infection and remove plants that have gone to seed, to prevent 

them from spreading to neighbouring plots.    
 

16. “Winterize” the Plot by November 1st of each year.  “Winterize” means that plots must be tidied 

and prepared for winter, preferably by mulching, planting cover crops, and/or planting winter 

crops. 

 

17. Leave my pets at home.  No pets, with the exception of certified aid dogs, are allowed in the 

community garden at any time.  

 

18. Abide by the opening hours of the Community Garden.  The community garden is open from 

dawn until dusk, seven days a week. Loud noises such as hammering, drilling or sawing may not 

begin before 10:00am and are not allowed after 6:00pm. 

 

19. Regulate the conduct of my friends and family visiting the community garden.  Family members 

are welcome to the garden site and are expected to abide by the same agreement guidelines as 

plot holders.  I will supervise young children so they do not disturb other garden plots. For safety 

reasons, children under 10 years of age are not permitted in the tool shed.  

 

20. Hand-water the Plot and practice responsible water use.  Water is a limited resource, and should 

be used sparingly.  Sprinklers are permitted only when I am in the garden.  Please ensure water is 

turned off and not dripping when watering is completed.  Take care not to spray neighbouring 

plots.  I must be present while watering my plot. 
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21. Establish and encourage appropriate species of plants in my garden plot.  The planting of any 

trees or invasive plant species is not permitted.  If I am unsure if a species is appropriate for the 

garden, I will consult with the Garden Coordinator or Member of the Executive. 

 

22. Advise the Garden Coordinator immediately of any change of address, email address or phone 

number for contact purposes. 

 

23. Park my vehicle in an appropriate parking space.  No vehicles are permitted access within the 

community garden site, with the exception of Emergency Medical Services (EMS) and City 

service vehicles. 

 

24. Present any and all complaints to the North Surrey Organic Community Gardens Group before 

they are referred to the City. Various forms, such as complaint and accident/incident forms, can 

be found in the garden shed. Disputes between gardeners will be resolved by the Garden 

Committee through discussion with all parties involved. 

 

25. Advise the Garden Coordinator if I cannot keep one or more of the above commitments for any 

reason, or if I choose to terminate my garden membership. 

 

26. Comply with these guidelines, Society bylaws (a copy of which is attached as schedule B), City 

of Surrey by-laws and all senior government laws and regulations.  Plot holders identified as 

being non-compliant to the above guidelines will be notified in writing and be given a five (5)   

business day grace period to bring the Plot up to standard, after which the Plot may be cleaned 

out and reassigned to another party on the waiting list with no further warnings and no return of 

plot fee or deposit. 

 

27. Acknowledge that I have read and understand the terms and regulations set forth in the 

Individual Garden User Agreement, and agree to meet all the requirements in order to qualify for 

membership, lease or renewal of the Plot. 

 

28. Hold harmless the Society and the City for any liability, damage, loss or claim that may occur in 

connection with the use of the garden by me or by any visitor to the Plot.  

 

29. Release my plot if I do not adhere to the above guidelines and rules understanding my plot may 

be reassigned during the garden season or my membership may not be renewed at the end of the 

season.  

 

30. Acknowledge that infringement of the Society’s By-laws, City By-laws (including no smoking, 

no drinking alcohol, and no fires permitted in City parks) or this agreement may result in 

cancellation of membership. Growing or using illegal substances in the garden, vandalism, theft, 

sabotage or threats towards the property and/or people, uncooperative attitude and disrespectful 

demeanour towards the Executive or members of the community, violent behavior or indecent 

language will lead to immediate and permanent expulsion with no return of plot fee or deposit. 
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Plot # 

 

Interpreter name and signature (if applicable):___________________________________ 

 

Interpreter address and phone number:_________________________________________ 

INDIVIDUAL GARDEN USER AGREEMENT 

 

CEDAR GROVE ORGANIC GARDEN 

10222 141 Street, Surrey, BC 

managed by 

 

NORTH SURREY ORGANIC COMMUNITY GARDENS GROUP 

 

I, (print name) ________________________________ hereby acknowledge that I have read and 

understood the terms and regulations set forth in the NSOCGG Individual Garden User Agreement 

(Schedule C) and the Society’s Bylaws. I agree to meet all the requirements (as they are now and as 

subsequently amended) in order to qualify for membership and renewal of a garden plot. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the North Surrey Organic Community Gardens Group and the Garden User 

have executed this agreement effective as of this _____ day of ___________________, 20____. 

 

  

GARDEN USER 
per: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Signature 

 

Full address:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email:_________________________________________ 

 

Phone (h):____________________________   

 

           (c):____________________________   (w):______________________________ 

 

 

Co-gardener names (if applicable):____________________________________________ 

 
 


